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Posthumous Award for Honorary President
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The Glasgow Association is delighted to inform all members that Tom Wharton OBE, and Honorary President of the Glasgow Association, was one of 6 new inductees to the Scottish Football Association’s Hall of Fame a few weeks ago.    This is an extremely prestigious award and one that the “Big Man” certainly deserved.  Mr Wharton is the first referee to receive this recognition and it is the second time that he has made history as back in 1992 he was the first referee to be awarded the FIFA merit award in gold.

In season 1948/49, at the age of 21, Tom was appointed to the Scottish Football Association’s Official List of Referees and was promoted to category 1 in 1951, officiating at that level until his retiral in 1971.  In 1958/59 season he was appointed to the F.I.F.A. List of Referees, a position that he held again until his retiral in 1971. During his active career he received 40 international appointments, one of many highlights being in charge of the1961/62 European Cup Winners Cup Final between Atletico Madrid and AC Fiorentina.  At home he refereed four Scottish Cup Finals, three of these being Old Firm matches.

On his retiral from active refereeing he was immediately appointed as a Referee Supervisor and became Vice Chairman of the Referee Committee in 1975 and Chairman in 1990 maintaining that particular position until he retired in June 2003.  He also served as Second Deputy Chairman of the Football Trust from 1990 until 2000 and played an invaluable role in assisting many Scottish clubs with stadium improvements.  Tom’s influence in refereeing was not only recognised in Scotland but world wide and he served as a member of the F.I.F.A Referee Committee from 1981 to 1990.  Tom was awarded the O.B.E. for his services to football and refereeing in particular.
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Welcome to the official website of the Glasgow Referees” Association.
In this site you will find regular news updates and information for one
of the bigeest Associations in the country.

The Assaciation has been established since 1945 and now has over 500
members. We seek to encourage new members, through our extensive
training classes, while all the time developing our current members
who strive to officiate at the highest levels possible. With members
including Wiliam Collum, we are proud of the achievements many have
reached so far

With three training venues - at Willamwood High School, Scotstoun and
Crownpoint - there are ample opportunities for our referees to
maintain and improve their levels of fitness, while a dedicated group of
Supervisors are out every weekend checking on the progress of our up
‘and-coming young referees.

If you have a story you would like to feature on this site, visit the
Contact page for details
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He was well respected throughout football and no matter where you were in the world or indeed hosting football people here in Scotland it was certain somebody would ask how is “Tiny?”. They all wanted to pass on their respect to him.  During his refereeing career he never called players by their first name.  It was always Mr and he maintained that went a long [image: image3.jpg]


way to earning their respect.  Despite being a strict disciplinarian he had a sense of humour and was vigilant in ensuring that when sanctioning players they never got the last word.  In an Edinburgh derby during the 60’s Hearts winger Johnnie Hamilton (renowned for leaving his teeth in the dressing room) was a player who regularly questioned referee’s decisions.  Having been cautioned in the first half he committed a further offence that merited a second caution and therefore expulsion from the game.  He continually tried to get Tom to forget the second caution only to be met with “Mr Hamilton it’s time to join your teeth in the dressing room”.  On another occasion a young player playing in one of his first games for Hibernian was being sent off for violent conduct and on being asked for his name he replied Pat and proceeded to spell out his surname S T AN T O N.   At this point the big man told him “since it’s a spelling test try this one O F F”.
It was fitting that Tom’s wife Cathy and several members of the family were in attendance at the Dinner when the award was presented.  Others nominated included Bobby Johnstone, one of the Hiberian famous five, Craig Brown CBE, Paul McStay MBE, David Narey, and Andy Goram.

This well deserved demonstrates that the refereeing fraternity’s contribution to football is recognised and appreciated.
