



S.F.A. REFEREES  ( GLASGOW ).
       Minor  Grades  Advisory  Panel  Referees’  Meeting  3/11/11.
ADVANTAGE.
LAW  5   THE  REFEREE

The  authority  of  the  referee  -  powers  and  duties.

· “allows  play  to  continue  when  the  team  against  which  an  offence  has  been  committed  will  benefit  from  such  an  advantage  and  penalises  the  original  offence  if  anticipated  advantage  does  not  ensue  at  that  time.”

PAGE  68  -  LAWS  OF  THE  GAME.

The  referee  may  play  advantage  whenever  an  infringement  or  offence  occurs.

The  referee  should  consider  the  following  circumstances  in  deciding  whether  to  apply  advantage  or  stop  play  :-

1.  Severity  of  offence  - if  infringement  warrants  an  expulsion, referee  must  stop  play  and  send  off  the  player  unless  clear  obvious goal scoring  opportunity.

2.  Position  where  the  offence  was  committed  -  closer  to  opponent’s  goal, more  effective  advantage  can  be.

3.  Chances  of  an  immediate  promising  attack

4.  Atmosphere  of  the  match.

The  decision  to  penalise  the  original  offence  must  be  taken  within  a  few  seconds.

If  the  offence  warrants  a  caution,  it  must  be  issued  at  the  next  stoppage.  However,  unless  there  is  a  clear  advantage,  it  is  recommended  that  the  referee  stops  play  and  cautions  the  player  immediately.  If  caution  not  issued  at  the  next  stoppage,  it cannot  be  shown  later.

Good  practise  to  issue  warning ( quiet or public) at  next  stoppage  dependent  on  the  offence.

MAIN  POINTS

Team  benefit

Retained  possession  of  the  ball  alone  not  always  a  benefit. Rarely  any  advantage  if  ball  kept  in  its  current  position , passed  backwards  or  put  under  pressure by  opponents.  Advantage  normally  only  played  when  a  promising  attack  or  obvious  goal scoring  opportunity  would  occur.  Very  rare  to  use  advantage  for  defenders  in  or  near  to  own  penalty  area ( unless  full  control  of  ball  and  no  opponents  in  vicinity ). Many  teams  practise  taking  free kicks -  greater  team  benefit  to  award  free kick  especially  for  physical  challenge  rather  than  risk  advantage.

Wait  and  see  approach  -  to  assess  whether  non  offending  team  really  has  an  attacking  advantage  (  few  seconds ).

When  advantage  played,  important  referee  indicates  this  immediately  by  VOICE  and  APPROVED  ARM  SIGNAL,  so  all  the  players  and  the  sidelines  are  aware  foul  seen  and  not  missed.

If  offending  player  merits  second  yellow  card  and / or  direct  red  card  for  challenge,  advantage  should  NOT  be  considered   ( unless  obvious  goal  scoring  opportunity )  and  free kick awarded  immediately.

ADVANTAGE  -  SUMMARY

Referee  must  have  wider  perspective  -  don’t  focus  just  on  the  foul  ( punishment and  location ).

Main  considerations

· Where  on  field  offence  committed

· Should  player  committing  foul  be  cautioned / receive 2nd  caution / sent  off

· Chance  of  immediate  promising  attacking  move / obvious  goal  scoring  opportunity.

· Atmosphere  of  the  game.

Too  much  advantage  may  cause  more  serious  offences.

